
Dear Friends 
The memory of our agency’s most recent trip to
Riga, Latvia, is still fresh and very much alive for
me. Latvian children, ages 4 to 16, and orphanage
staff warmly received us, and invited us to
participate in joyful dance and song at a summer
camp for orphans. We embraced many of these

same children and staff members in friendship at an amazing
Latvian National Song and Dance Festival. We also celebrated
worship with them at a children and family service in the Lutheran
Dome Cathedral of Riga.

I recount this experience because I believe that a key part of the
mission of Lutheran Social Services of New York is to provide
families for children both domestically and internationally. Our
agency has a 125-year history of providing for thousands of
domestic adoptions. In addition, our New LIFE International
Adoption Program is entering its fourth year and addresses the need
of more than 3,000 Latvian children who hope to be part of a family.  

The Latvian children we visited were healthy and well educated, but
lacked the emotional support of a family. Many of these children
have grown up in an orphanage, and are in need of the love and
nurturing that a family can best provide.  

God has blessed our efforts. We have had initial adoptions as an
accredited agency of the Hague Convention, governing international
adoption. We have been successful in establishing a grant program
for the special needs of the orphanages, and a financial assistance
program for adoptive parents. Most of all, we have formed a
friendship of trust and rapport with Latvian orphans, orphanage staff
members, church leaders, and government officials. 

As we approach Adoption Recognition Month, we are mindful that
there are 143 million orphans in the world. Lutheran Social

Services of New York is addressing their need, one child at a
time. We welcome your partnership on behalf of children and
families. With the collapse of the Latvian economy, the children are
in situations that are even more disparaging. Your prayers and
financial support are needed now more than ever before. We invite
you to provide a loving and nurturing family for one of these
children or contribute to the support of our New LIFE Adoption
program.

In His Service,

Ronald S. Drews, President & CEO
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Here is my gift to help children who are waiting for families. I would like my gift to support:

�$25 (The New LIFE Adoption International program, helping the 3,000 children in Latvia)

�$50 (The New LIFE Adoption and help Lutheran Social Services of New York make life better for 
those who are among the most vulnerable in our society – our children waiting for families)

�$100 (The New LIFE Adoption “Supporting Children and Families” grant fund designed to help families
with the cost of international adoption and upgrading international conditions for orphans)

�____ Where needed most in Lutheran Social Services of New York’s LIFE programs that care for children; develop tomorrow’s leaders;
educate children; provide families for children; support immigrants and refugees; feed the hungry; make safe housing available; 
support older adults; prepare for disaster; link congregations with LIFE initiatives; and empower volunteers.

�Visa     �Mastercard

Account No.

Exp. date

Name of cardholder

Signature

Name

Address

Phone E-Mail

Matching Gift Company

Thrivent Member

Please make check payable to:
Lutheran Social Service of New York

Return to:
Lutheran Social Services of New York
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1244,
New York, NY 10115

Celebrate National Adoption Month ... A Family for Every Child

These shoes belong to children living in
an orphanage in Latvia. Lutheran

Social Services of New York’s visitation
team had the privilege and opportunity to share a sense of family and friendship
with orphaned children in a recent trip to Latvia. A partnership of cooperation
has been developed between our agency and Latvia’s Ministry for Children and
Families in support of the 3,000 children living in orphanages or children’s
centers.

Ainars Bastiks, former Minister of Latvia’s Ministry for Children and
Families, recently wrote: 

“There is a Latvian song that says: ‘believe in miracles, because they
really do happen.’ For us, the miracle started when we began to explore
our partnership with Lutheran Social Services of New York on behalf
of children. Seeing a child smile is a miracle we all hope for, and making
it happen is our greatest and most important task. Because of this
partnership, many steps have been fulfilled. Your dedication and sincerity
has brought warmth in our hearts, but most of all, in the hearts of children.
We thank you immensely for receiving us, supporting us, and most of all –
for putting a smile on the faces of our Latvian children. We look forward to
mutual cooperation.”

There are an estimated 143 million children around the world who need
families. While we alone cannot solve this staggering number of children, we
can help one child at a time through our New LIFE Adoption program. The New
LIFE Adoption staff members are experienced professionals who will help
guide prospective adoptive parents through the life-changing experience of
adoption. Support is provided from the moment an application is submitted to
the time a child is embraced by the new family. 

Since 1886, community outreach and children’s services have been provided
by Lutheran Social Services of New York, in an atmosphere that
embraces and supports children. The agency has an extensive history in
adoption, as an early provider of housing for orphans, and continuing today
with adoption, foster care, schools, and residential services for children,
many with special needs. 

Temporary Hague Accreditation has been granted for our New LIFE Adoption
program by the Council on Accreditation. This accreditation reflects that
Lutheran Social Services of New York is in compliance with high
ethical standards of practice, protection for children, and excellence in client
support. The Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption is an
international treaty that provides guidelines for the international adoption
process and protection for the children being adopted across country borders. 

Lutheran Social Services of New York invites applications for
international adoption. We are ready to provide families for children and
help families experience the miracle of adoption. We are committed to
finding a loving home for every child.  We are ready to support families in a
profound journey that reflects the heart of God.  A child is waiting for you. 

For more information contact: Susan Myers, Clinical Director, New LIFE
Adoption, 212-870-1199 or smyers@lssny.org

They wait silently to be filled
Longing and hoping to run and play

And then rest at days’ end
Within the confines of shelter

Made warm by family and friends

To Whom Do They Belong?

For more information:
www.lssny.org • Phone: 212-870-1100

Save the date

Oct . 4, 2009
LORAX concert at Oceanside
Lutheran Church, 2 p.m. 
Admission: Can of  food for 
the food pantry

Oct. 18, 2009
Tours of  The New LIFE School,
1 p.m.

Agency Annual Meeting, 2 p.m.
838 Brook Ave., Bronx, NY
(1 block west of  the 
Eagle Ave. School)

Please Note: The New LIFE
School Block Party is cancelled
due to construction delays

Nov. 1, 2009
LSSNY Run2Feed team
participates in New York City
Marathon

(To be a sponsor, contact
Ronald S. Drews,
rdrews@LSSNY.org)

March 4, 2010
The President’s Awards Dinner,
6 to 9 p.m. 
Terrace On The Park, 
52-11 111th St., 
Flushing Meadow Park, NY

Thank you 
to our sponsors

Alexander Building Corp. 

HSBC

Driscoll Foods

Judith Ammerman

Eric & James Bilger, 

Thrivent Financial

Visit us online

Sign up for our monthly e-letter.

www.lssny.org

�

Our Wish List
Please consider a gift from the
following list of items that are
needed at our many programs,
schools and facilities. 
• Clothing for all ages especially,

winter coats

• Gift cards

• Metrocards

• School supplies/back packs

• Books for all ages

• Personal hygiene kits
(toothbrush, toothpaste,
deodorants, shaving creams)

• Exercise equipment

• Furniture & bedding

• Diapers

• Suitcases for foster children

• Stroller, high chair, playpen, cribs

• Computers for families

• Towels & washcloths

• Refrigerators , microwaves

• Household supplies &
housewares

• Arts and crafts supplies 

• Coloring books

• Board games 

• Computer games and age-
appropriate movies

• TVs and DVD players

• Tickets to movies, sports events,
concerts, plays

• Christmas gifts and decorations 

• Bookshelves

• Cabinets

• Classroom computers

• Musical instruments

• Camcorders/digital cameras

• Educational software

• Sports Equipment

• Reference books 

• School science lab equipment

• Library books
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